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< Imperialisn - |

What is the mandate given to the Board by the Government ? Is it
to foster cultural activity in a free and democratic atmosphere or censor
anything that it thinks is uncomfortable to.it ? %

And should we still continue with the script scritiny Board which
reminds one of the British Imperialist Act of 1876 requiring permission for
any entertainment event by the "natives" ? Does not the Government
know that other state governments have scrapped any form of censorship
on the theatre performances years ago ? Should we also not have

o UKA -, e

Mmaturer and saner attitude towards our cultural expressions ?

“(‘indian ~Express’ Ahmedabad .+ . Hasmukh Baradi
22nd  July,1884)
1 —
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HOAX
Then, there is this hoax called the “Censor Certificate”, for which you

have to submit two copies of the script. | don't think anybody reads those
5 : ;

copies. Once when | was staging “Kya Musibat Hain”, | had been given
the censor clearance. Then a month after the play had been performed,
| received a letter telling me that one line “Yeh bhi saali kya zindagi hein”
should be deleted. First of all, that is an innocuous line. And then |
received it a month after it has been cleared |

(Indian Express 10-9-1986) * Arun Agnihotri
e AN drl !
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The Antiquated Act

“Justice V K Krishna lyar has said that battle for ideological liberation
of art from the fetters of the system, which uses the appealing phrases
like sedition, law and order, obscenity, is the summons of the times. If

breach of peace is whipped up illegally to stifle an artist’s freedom, the
law must stop the violence syndrome, not encourege it banning the play.

(Sept. 1990) e From a paper for convention on DPA
15 Don'ts | ’

The first blatant attempt of the censor board to curb the experimental

theatre activities in the state became evident in 1983 when it refused to

give a clearance certificate to Bhim Vankani's adaptation of Snehlata
Reddy’s play “Sita". The play in which Sita attacked false religious values,

Bl




exposed Rama’s double standards and challenged the ritual of
“agni-pariksha”, could not be staged. 4

The very next year, the axe fell on Samvedan’s most ambitious
production “Itihas Ni Biji Baju” (The other side of history). The Board
simply refused to clear the script of this four hour play comprising 34
scenes.

“The certificate which the Board issues carries fifteen ‘Don’ts’ and if
you listen to these instructions, you can never produce a drama. T!'le
instructions are vague, meaningless and contradictory”, says Manvita
Baradi, Co-director of the play “Joseph K. No Mukaddamo” by Garage

Studio Theatre.
(Mustrated Weekly, June 17, 1990) .
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A Board of “agents” ?
Theatre folk have challenged the subjective basis for judging their

plays. “National interests have so far been seen as submission to the
view of the board members, the chairman and the government”, they say.

According to some theatre people, this is a farce. A certificate and a
licence can be obtained very easily through agents who actually roam
about with signed certificates and licences. Most dubious plays obtain
their certificates through these agents.

(Times of India, 31-5-1990) o
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Culture Czars !
RELY Upon a Gandhinagar bureaucrat to commit any absurdity,
particularly when the boors are asked to play Culture Zars.

“Where ignorance is bliss it is folly to be wise”. Treating the Board
accordingly would amount to acquiescing in their hamhanded unrealistic,
unimaginative appraisal of a valid dramatised version. The Board

requires to be neatly condemned for its blatantly false approach to
literature in the modern world.

Anyway, citizen only hopes the Board will take upon itself the task
of creating a Naya Gujarat ?

(Times of India, 19-5-1990) + ‘Around the town’ column
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Outlived ! .
The certificate board has outlived its relevance, role and
responsibilities.
(Times of India, 26-7-1990) s Ramesh M. Bhatt
Outdated 1
One can not but agree with the campaigners when one sees

hopelessly outdated rules framed by the Board's some ignoramus. And
these need to be totally changed do suit the times. |

(Times of India, 17-7-90) e Goverdhan Panchal

Review it !
" Itis high time that entire structure and functions of the Board are
reviewed by the government.
(Times of India, 31-5-90) ¢ Vijaya Desai
We must censure The Board !
Infact, why does not the Board respond to our innumerable requests
for supply of rules, GRs etc. under which it operates ? Is the Board so

authorised that it can include and exclude the norm (No. 12) regarding
‘objectionable’ material at its sweet will ?

(Times of India, 2-6-90) .+ Janak Raval
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‘Rightly so, | suppose’ |

Hasmukh Baradi’s rejection of Gujarat State certification Board's
award for his play ‘Akhun Aayakhun Pharithi’ is consistent with his
denunciation of the Board. The Board, he points out, rightly so | suppose,
has neither the moral authority nor competence to judge the quality of
the scripts it receives for certification.

(Theatre notes, Times of India, June 1993) < S. D. Desai

(Now Shri Desai is himself a member of the present Board !
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Largest Democracy ?

When we proudly proclaim ourselves to be the largest democracy in
the world, why do the Governments in Gujarat and Maharashtra still hold
on to the colonial laws legislated by the British imperialist regime ?

(Times of India, 21-1-94) « Suresh Menon
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We writers are against all type of censorship and favour freedom of
expression in a democratic society for healthy growth of creativity.
(Adipur, 3-11-03) ¢ Lekhmi Khilani
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In Maharashtira also !

The history of Censor Board for theatre, at least in Maharashtra,
amply proves that it is a hinderance to creativity. Surprisingly, statements
likely to instigate people into communal violence and titillating scenes,
which almost amount to soft-porn, in many grossly commercial plays
(known as 'hit and hot’ plays in Maharashtra) are not objected to by these
Censors; it is the play like ‘Sakharam Binder’ that are objected to. What
does this prove ?

There is no censorship in other states in India. Why this
descrepancy ?

(In a letter to Gujarat Censor Board, 16-12-1993) + Rajeev Naik

A ol WAL peied AR 25 © :
(AR, 10-9R-¢3) o L o3 ondm, Wy, sl iR
| perfectly agree with you that artists, dramatists and actors must

resist the censorship, which is against the freedoms givenin Constitution.
| support the cause. '

(Bhavnagar, 3-12-93) s Sudarshan Majithia
: e
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Never ever feel lonely in such fight, for we all are with you,
(Surat) * Rafat and Nayeem Quadri
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It is ridiculous that police permission is required for a performance
of a play ! I think we are cheating ourselves when we talk of being free
in this country...

(Bombay, 19-12-93) e Sunil Desai
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Country-wide Support
m

We, the theatre-workers, writers and intellectuals, all over the
country condemn the censorship in theatre in Gujarat disguised as
“Sanskrutik Pramanpatra Board”, and join hands with its abolition-
campaign launched in Gujarat. '

The Censorship is a British legacy, and must have been done away
with immediately after Independence. We also hoped that the arts will
flourish in free India without fear; while, in fact, the restrictive censorship
of thought is continued in art and literature, under the pretex of containing
communalism etc. Artists and writers, on the contrary, are not communal
and it is they who have sacrificed more for the harmony, as evidenced in
the recent incidents.

We support the social action initiated by the “Nabudi Samiti” in their
struggle in Gujarat for freedom of expression.

1. Bansi Kaul (Bhopal) 2. Bhanu Bharti {Udaipur)
3. Madan Mohan Mathur (Rajasthan) 4. N. Mutthuswami (Tamil Nadu)
5. Jose Chirumal (Kerala) 6. K. C.Manvendra Narh (Kerala)
7. Vibha Mishra (Bhopal) 8. Gul Bardhan (Bhopal)
9. Narendra Sharma (Delhi) 10. M. K. Raina (Delhi)
11. Rati Bartholomew (Delhi) 12. Anuradha Kapur (Delhi)
13. Shabnam Hashmi (Delhi) 14, Satish Alekar (Maharashtra)
15. Lokendra Arambam  (Manipur) 16, Balwant Thakur HE&K
17. Swadesh Bandhu (Lucknow) 18. Javed Akhtar (Patna)
19. Hartman Dessouza  (Goa) 20. B. Jayshree (Karnataka)
21. Dinesh Thakur (Bombay) 22. Raghu (Kerala)
23. ArjundevCharan  (Rajasthan) 24, Rajesh Joshi (Bhopal)
25. Navin Sagar (Bhopal) 26. P.C. Rath (Bhopal)
27. Bharat Sharma (Delhi) 28. Prabha Ganguly (Bhopal)
29. Chenni (Chandigarh) 30. Mohan Maharshi (Punjab)
31. Hallow Bhaiya (Lucknow) 32. Sanjay Upadhyay (Patna)
33. Parvez Akhtar (Patna) 34. Ashok Rai ) (Jaipur)
35, Leique Hussain (Udaipur) 35. Rajkamal Naik (Raipur)
and many others.
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